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"Our mission is to bring the good news of Jesus Christ's love to our entire community through
traditional Anglo-Catholic worship, fellowship, outreach, and Christian formation."

Our Vision: “We strive to be a haven of healing, reconciliation, joy and peace in service to our wider
community and beyond, so that our example in prayer and practice may reflect Christ’s love for us all.

THIS SUNDAY — December 10, 2023
“Paving the Way for the Lord”

The theme of the Second
Sunday of Advent is always the
preaching of the prophets,
calling us to repentance, and
encouraging us to prepare the
way for our salvation.

Repenting—or turning to God—is not a passive state of being at all. It must start with
an overwhelming feeling of regret for our past actions, thoughts, words, or non-actions,
accompanied by a sense of self-inadequacy in God’s sight, but it cannot remain there.
I't must necessarily spur us to a deep transformation of our lives, so that all the harm
we have done—whenever possible—is compensated for, and our lives from that
moment on become a better version of they are meant to be: God’s image and likeness.

This is what the repentance the prophets called the people to really meant. And John
the Baptizer was a faithful follower of this prophetic call. So much so that Mark the
Evangelist begins his Gospel with the words of the prophet Isaiah referring to God’s
messenger calling the people to prepare the way of the Lord, and then he immediately
introduces John the Baptizer and his proclamation of a baptism of repentance.



The fruits of true repentance as a way of preparing the way for the coming of God’s
Reign of Love into the world are depicted in beautiful poetic images by the writer of
Psalm 85: “Mercy and truth have met together; righteousness and peace have kissed
each other. Truth shall spring forth from the earth, and righteousness shall look down
from heaven.”

This powerful image reminds us of two lovers expressing their mutual feelings in their
intimate exchange of tenderness, and it is a proper image indeed. It is in our authentic
human relationships that our transformation into better versions of God’s image is
truly shown.

Isaiah also uses a beautiful and tender image to show what God’s relationship to His
people will be when He comes to live with them: “He will feed His flock like a shepherd;
He will gather the lambs in His arms, and carry them in His bosom, and gently lead the
mother sheep.”

And in his Second Letter the Apostle Peter reassures his readers that what they see as
a “delay” in Christ’s coming to restore all things to God is nothing but His great mercy
and His intent to include all in His new resurrected life. Peter states, “The Lord is not
slow about His promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting
any to perish, but all to come to repentance.”

And he then addresses his readers with the following injunction—which is as valid for
us today as it was for those he wrote it for: “Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting
for these things, strive to be found by Him at peace, without spot or blemish, and regard
the patience of our Lord as salvation.”

Fr. Carlos

Readings for The First Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 40:1-11 2 Peter 3:8-15a, 18 Psalm: 85:7-13 Mark 1:1-8

CALENDAR

Note: We worship in our historic church. The service will also be on Zoom. The

service time is 10am. Tuesday Noon Mass and Friday Morning Prayer at 10:00am are

held in All Saints’ St. Mary Chapel



SUNDAY December 10, 2023 The Second Sunday of Advent
10:00am Mass in All Saints’ Church

Join Zoom Meeting from our web site at www.allsaintschurch.org

Recording of Mass available before noon at www.allsaintschurch.org

Christian Formation and First Communion Instruction for Children
Ages 5-12 in the Parish Hall from 10:00am-10:45am

Christian Formation Meets this Sunday, December 10 at noon in the
Rector’s Office and the Library

TUESDAY Noon Mass in St. Mary Chapel

THURSDAY Spanish Class 1:00pm to 3:00pm in the Library. Taught by Fr.
Carlos

FRIDAY 10:00am Morning Prayer in St. Mary Chapel

SUNDAY December 17, 2023 The Third Sunday of Advent
10:00am Mass in All Saints’ Church

Join Zoom Meeting from our web site at www.allsaintschurch.org

Recording of Mass available before noon at www.allsaintschurch.org

Ages 5-12 in the Parish Hall from 10:00am-10:45am
Christian Formation Meets next on January 17 at noon in the Rector’s

Office and the Library

OUR CORE VALUES:

e Welcoming strangers like old friends

e Embracing the Anglo-Catholic tradition

e Being dependable members of a caring community
e Respecting each other's differences

e Being faithful stewards of God's gift

e Remembering that God loves everyone unconditionally

An Anglo-Catholic Parish in the Episcopal Diocese of San Diego

www.allsaintschurch.org
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